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1.  New Cases 
 

Daily new case numbers in Barnstable County remain high. Our 7-day average cases per 100,000 population per 

day is 37/100K, with 7-day average cases per day of 78 and has an unclear trend.  Yesterday afternoon the DPH 

reported 64 new case for Barnstable County.  On Saturday 12/26 positive test results received on both 12/25 and 

12/26 were reported (203 cases). 

 

Barnstable County's 3-day new case tally has set another new record, 311 cases, between 12/14 and 12/26. 

 

Nantucket's 7-day average cases per 100,000 population continues to fall steadily (54/100K; avg. 6 cases per day) 

and is 1/4 the rates seen earlier this month (202/100K; avg. 23 new cases per day).  However, 12 new cases were 

reported over the weekend for Nantucket, and an additional 9 cases have been reported this week. 

 

 

Martha's Vineyard's 7-day new case rate per 100,000 also continues a downward trend, dropping to 29/100K (avg. 

5 cases per day) which is down from 41/100K (avg. 7 cases/day) during the past 3 weeks.  Over the weekend the 

DPH reported 12 new confirmed cases for MV, and an additional 8 cases have been reported this week. 

 

During the 14-day period from 12/6/20 to 12/19/20 Barnstable County added 997 confirmed cases, with a test 
positivity rate of 4.85%--slightly higher than the prior two-week period.  During that same two-week 
period Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard jointly added 333 confirmed cases, with a test positivity rate of 6.95%--
significantly lower than the prior two-week period.  Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket's combined percent 
positivity figures remain higher than the statewide positivity rate of 6.14% during the same period. 
 

Regionally case levels continue to increase, without exception.  Travel restrictions among all states in the Northeast 
Corridor have been mutually re-imposed.  Per the DPH, Hawaii remains the only "low-risk state" state without 
travel restrictions. 
 

2.  Hospitalizations and Fatalities 
 

Hospitalizations and acuity of illness have increased very significantly since the second week of November and 
remain elevated.  Cape Cod Hospital and Falmouth Hospital have suspended visitation of inpatients except under 
very limited circumstances (end-of-life, etc.) and have stopped non-essential surgeries and other elective 
procedures. 
 

As of yesterday (3pm), the DPH's reporting shows that there were 59 COVID patients in hospital, 7 of which were 
in the ICU --a 50% increase over the 39 patients in hospital a week ago.  
 

Fatalities from COVID are increasing in Barnstable County.  Three additional fatalities were reported on Christmas 
Eve, with another two over the weekend, and one on Monday.  The total is now 229 (see chart below).  



 

 
 

3.  Schools and Childcare Centers 

 
School districts are staying vigilant and reacting well to new cases. Several school districts (Cape and Islands) are 
dealing with increased confirmed and probable cases and the necessary knock-on effects of information transfer 
and follow-up.  Several school districts on the Cape and Islands have moved to 100% remote learning.   
 
For the 2020-2021 school year the DPH has mandated that all school children be vaccinated for seasonal 
influenza.  This week the DPH extended the deadline for doing so from 12/31/20 to 2/28/21. 
 
During Phase 2 of the national and state vaccination rollout childcare center staff are to be vaccinated alongside 
school staff. 
 
4.  Testing 

 

Additional testing locations in Barnstable County for both symptomatic and asymptomatic persons remain open 
in Falmouth at the Fairgrounds and in Hyannis at the Melody Tent.  Daily testing capacity is 50 at the Falmouth 
site and 350 at the Hyannis site.  Neither site is open daily and persons must call ahead for an 
appointment.  Details: https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-
19-testing-process/. 
 

Last week additional testing by Outer Cape Community Health Services began and will be held at its 3 locations 
in Wellfleet, Harwich Port, and Provincetown (https://outercape.org/2020/12/23/outer-cape-health-services-to-
offer-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-beginning-december-23/).  These sites may not open be daily and persons 
must call ahead for an appointment.   
 

Eligibility criteria for the testing include residency in Barnstable County.  Testing will be done by appointment 
only.  Tests cost $75, $110 for travel-related tests, and no one will be turned away if unable to pay for a test. 
 

DPH-mandated routine testing in skilled nursing facilities/long term care settings (SNF/LTC) continues.  This 
provides critical surveillance and allows these facilities to stay ahead of asymptomatic spread amongst staff and 
residents. Routine testing in SNF/LTC settings has increased to weekly for staff.   
 

In addition, the State's BinaxNOW rapid testing program (already available to schools) has been extended to 
visitors of nursing homes and rest home residents (LTC settings) to allow visitation of residents while limiting the 
risk of infection from visitors.  DPH has published guidance on this.  The program has also been extended 
to childcare centers and homeless shelters and further information will be forthcoming. 
 

 

https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-process/
https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/covid-19-testing-process/
https://outercape.org/2020/12/23/outer-cape-health-services-to-offer-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-beginning-december-23/
https://outercape.org/2020/12/23/outer-cape-health-services-to-offer-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-beginning-december-23/


5.  Weekly Town Risk and Statewide Cluster Analyses 

 

Among the charts below is DPH's weekly analysis of new and active case clusters.  Note that these data were 
published last Thursday  (12/24/20) and cover the period 11/22 to 12/19.  The table presents the number of cases 
by type of location, statewide.  I have sorted the DPH data to show the listing of cluster settings by greatest number 
of new confirmed cases.  The top 10 are listed here; the full table can be found below. 
 

 
 

In addition, the weekly town risk table for the Cape and Islands is included below.  Again, these data were 
published last Thursday (12/24/20) and they cover the period 12/6 to 12/19.  The towns of Barnstable, Yarmouth, 
and Brewster remain coded Red, indicating highest risk of community spread. 
 

6.  Vaccination 

 

The State COVID Vaccination Plan for Phase 1 has been announced and conforms to the phases and prioritized 
populations identified by the CDC.  In Phase 1 of the State Plan healthcare workers, older adults living in skilled 
nursing facilities/congregate care settings, police/fire/EMS, shelters/corrections, and other healthcare workers will 
be prioritized for vaccination as doses become available. Childcare staff will be eligible for vaccination alongside 
school staff in Phase 2.  First shipments of the Pfizer vaccine have been to hospitals across the state for vaccination 
of their workers; Moderna vaccine has also been shipped to clinical care sites.  The State has contracted with CVS 
and Walgreens to arrange vaccination of older adults in SNFs/congregate care.  Vaccinations in LTCs will begin 
this week on Cape Cod. 
 



 
 

7.  COVID Mutation and Changes in Transmissibility/Virulence/Other 
 

We note with concern the emergence of a variant of the COVID-19 virus in the UK, classified as B.1.1.7.  Reports 
hold that B117 is 50% - 70% more contagious than our predominant variant now circulating (D614G).  B117 has 
already been observed in several west European countries, and is spreading globally, including in the US.   
 
Researchers are working to determine if B117 differs from D614G in terms of: 1. How sick people become, 2. If 
natural immunity is different following infection with D614G, and 3. If immunity from vaccination differs since the 
vaccine was developed during the period that D614G has been predominant.  
 
According to an article by Andrew Joseph from StatNews, "Coronaviruses evolve more slowly than viruses like flu, 
but they do pick up mutations as they spread.SARS-CoV-2 has been adding one or two changes a month to its 
RNA genome since it emerged late last year in China, and different versions of the virus have been continuously 
circulating throughout the course of the pandemic. But this variant (B.1.1.7 or VUI-202012/01) showed up with 
at least 17 mutations, according to one genetic analysis." (Source: https://www.statnews.com/2020/12/21/looming-

questions-new-variant-coronavirus/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=1a74bda2ca-

MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-1a74bda2ca-150158417 ). 
 

See the charts below for additional information. 
__________ 
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Source: NYTimes.com: 

 

         

 
 



 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

______________________ 
Vaira Harik, M.S.  

Deputy Director 
Barnstable County Dept. of Human Services 

Email:  vharik@barnstablecounty.org 

 

mailto:vharik@barnstablecounty.org

